Coalition comes together at Bagram
Page 3

New web policy

addresses blogs
Page 5

P,

=

Medical help reaches into

Afghan hot spot
Page 8

A Soldier from Company A, 1st Battalion, 508th Infantry Regiment (Airborne)
crosses a stream during a patrol through Paktika Province in March. (Photo
by Sgt. Adrian Schulte, CJTF-76 Public Affairs)

Sory by DonnaMiles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, — Four years
ago, America launched its
counterattack against terrorism,
hammering terrorist targets in
Afghanistan and ushering in
Operation Enduring Freedom and
theglobal war onterror.

That volley, launched Oct. 7,
2001, targeted far more than al
Qaedatraining campsandfacilities
andtherepressve Tdibanregimein
Afghanistan, President Bush noted
inannouncing theattacksduring a
White House address. It sent an
unmistakable messageto terrorist
organizationsworldwide that the
United States and its coalition
partners refuse to live under a
cloud of fear and intimidation, he
sad.

Bush emphasized that the ac-
tion represented just onefrontinan
ongoing U.S. effort against terror
networks.

“Today, wefocusonAfghani-
stan, but the battleisbroader,” the
president said.

Bush also presented hischal-
lengetotheworldto stand up againgt
terrorism. “ Every nationhasachoice
tomake,” hesaid. “Inthisconflict,
there is no neutral ground. If any
government sponsorsthe outlaws
and killersof innocents, they have
become outlaws and murderers
themsealves. And they will takethat
lonely path at their own peril.”

Operation Enduring Freedom
began after theTalibanrgected U.S.
demands madefollowing terrorist
attackson the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon. Bush had called
on Afghanistan’s leadersto close
terrorist training camps and hand
over a Qaeda leaders, including
Osama bin Laden. The president
also demanded thereturn of al un-
justly detainedforeign nationdsand
theopening of terrorist training Sites
to U.S. inspection.

When the terrorists ignored
those demands, about 15 land-based
bombersand 25 Navy drikeaircraft
from carrierslaunchedthefirg srikes
in Operation Enduring Freedom. In
addition, U.S. and British shipsand
submarineslaunched some50 Toma-
hawk missles, then-Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Richard
Myersreported that day.

Theforcestargeted Taliban-
held airfields, terrorist training
camps, command-and-control
nodes, and anti-aircraft positionsin
what defenseleadersdescribed as
ablend of 21st-century technology
and 19th-century military tectics The
effort combined air power, preci-
sion-guided munitionsand state-of -
the-art communicationswith thou-
sandsof Afghanwarriorson horse-
back or foot.

Initidly, theoperationinvolved
ardatively smdl force— afew hun-
dred special operationsforcesand
thousands of Afghan forcesinthe
Northern Alliance supported by
powerful U.S. air support. U.S.
Marines and soldiers joined the
forceto clean out remnants of ter-
rorist ementsdtill inAfghanistan.

Later, Operation Enduring
Freedom shifted to abroader-based
effort aimed at creating conditions
in Afghanistan that caused people
worn down by morethan 23 years
of war to rgject terroristsand their
activitiesoutright.

That involved establishing pro-
vincid reconstructionteamsthat dot
the country to extend security and
thereach of thenationa government
into the provinces. Today, NATO
commands nine of the teams, and
theCodlition, 13.

Four yearslater, the Coalition
inAfghanistan remainsstrong, rep-
resenting akey front inthe overall
global war on terror. More than
21,000 members of Combined
Forces Command Afghanistan —

See OEF page 4



Private “Mac” McDonald, Bamian Provisional Reconstruction Team urges
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on one of the donkeys used to carry in food and tools into the flood ravaged
Ghandak Valley. (Photo courtesy of New Zealand Army)

Kiwis provide
much needed aid
to ravaged vllage

Sory by Capt. Cam Sapleton
New Zealand Army

BAMIAN PROVISIONAL RE-
CONSTRUCTION TEAM - Dur-
ing arecent patrol into the Ghandak
Valley, Kiwi Team 3, part of the
New Zealand Defense Force Pro-
vincial Reconstruction Team based
inBamian, Afghanistan, carriedin by
donkey trainalargequantity of food
and recongtructiontoolstoavillage
devastated by floodsearlier inthe
year.

Inan earlier patrol, the mem-
bersof Kiwi 3located avillagethat
had been almost completely swept
away by floodwatersthat had surged
downalargevaley sysem. Thevil-
lageleader said that seven people
werekilled and that two were stil|
missing, presumed to be buried un-
der tonsof gravel and rock that lies

where most of the village once
stood. Thefamilieswhoremainoc-
cupy themud houseson thesides
of ahill that managed to survivethe
ordeal and in some cases 10 or
morefamiliesnow livein aspace
previoudy occupied by only asngle
one.

Thesoldierswhowakedinto
theareawith the donkeysandtheir
handlerswere amazed at just how
much each donkey was able to
carry. Attimes, dueto theweight
of their own equi pment and ammu-
nition, the patrol members had to
work hard to keep up with thedon-
keys. Upon reaching their destina-
tion, village elders and children
turned out to help unload the ani-
malsand the smilesontheir faces
wereall that was needed to show
that such asmall gesture can make
ahugedifference,

Army sendsriot
Kitsto lraqg,
Afghanigan

Sory by Frank Misurélli
Picatinny Arsenal Public Affairs

PICATINNY ARSENAL,N.J-The
first shipment of 68 special setsof
non-lethal riot and crowd control
itemsshould now bein the hands of
U.S. troopsin Irag and Afghanistan,
accordingto Kevin T. Wong, an of -
ficid withthe Officeof Project Man-
ager for Close Combat Systemshere
who overseesthe program.

Thefirst kitswere shipped to
selected unitsin Irag and Afghani-
stanin July in responseto an urgent
requirement request from field com-
manders. The Army isplanning to
purchaseatotal of 438kits, hesaid.

Officialy knownasanon-le-
thal capabilitiesset, each kit contains
fivedifferent commercid andgovern-
mentitemsaswell asseverd newin-
novativetechnologies.

A NLCS s designed to sup-
port a30-Soldier platoon and con-
tainsof mix of counter-personnd and
-material systems, protectiveequip-
ment, enhancement devices, training
devicesand dlocations.

Among the counter-personnel
itemsfoundineach kit are 12-gauge,
40 mm and 60 mm non-lethal muni-
tionsor grenades. Theseitemsper-
mit commandersto apply military
forcein crowd and riot control con-
ditionswhilereducing risksto non-
combatants.

Counter-materia devicescon-
tainedinan NLCSKkit includetire
spikes, known as caltrops, and a
portable vehicle-arresting barrier,
whichisacontainment net that can
stop a speeding vehicle. Both are
used to deny vehiclesaccesstocriti-
cal facilities at roadblocks and
checkpoints.

TheNLCSalso containsface
shidds, shinguardsand body shields
that givetroopsthe meansto avoid
bodily injury during civil confronta-
tions.

Each kit alsoisequippedwith
voiceamplification devicesfor com-
municationand highintengty light-
ingtoilluminate operational arees.

They dsoindudetrainingitems
for ingtructing Soldiersinthe proper
use and deployment of NLCS
equipment.

Recently added tothe NLCS
istheM2vehiclelightweight arrest-
ingdevice. TheVLAD canstopand
capture a 5,500-pound wheeled
vehicdetraveling at 30 milesper hour
within a200 feet distance without
permanent or seriousinjury to oc-
cupants.

TheNL CSkitsare packaged
inlarge, weatherproof containers
that are transported easily to the
missongte.

They can beusedinavariety
of stuationsrequiring enhanced se-
curity.
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Photo by Spc. Mike Pryor

A round from an MK-19 grenade launcher sails through the air as paratroopers
from Team Bravo, 1st Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne
Division, fire their weapons during a live fire react-to-contact training exercise in
Maidan Shar, Wardak Province, Afghanistan Oct. 22
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ohe team

Photosby Senior Airman The Coalition countries
Vanessa Walsh represented included Korea,
CJTF-76 Public Affairs New Zealand, Slovakia, Po-

land, France and Afghanistan.
BAGRAM AIRFIELD - More “It wasalearning event,

than 500 people attended CIJTF-  which brought together Coa-
76's International Day Oct. 22. litionforces,” said Sgt. M.
TheEqua Opportunity sponsored  Nelida Rabassa. “ It helpsus
event featured afood tasting, in- to better understand each
formational displaysand cultural other and develop friend-
demondrations ships.”

New Zealand troops perform a traditional Maori Haka dance Oct. 22 at
the cultural event at Bagram Airfield.

.
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A United Arabs Emirates troop pours coffee for UAE visitors
Oct. 22 at the International Day.

Republic of Korea troops give a Tae Kwon Do
demonstration at Bagram Airfield’s International Day.

Sgt. N Ors, French soldier, looks over New Zealand weapons Oct. 22 at the
International Day hosted by CJTF-76 Equal Opportunity.
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Maj. Rick Johnson, civil affairs officer with Task Force Longhorn, talks with elders about the needs of their village located outside of Herat city in May.
Provisional reconstruction teams have played a vital role in Operation Enduring Freedom. (Photo by Sgt. Tara Teel, CJTF-76 Public Affairs)

Four yearsof Enduring Freedom

OEFfrom Page 1

more than 17,900 U.S.
servicemembers and more
than 3,100 troops from 20
dlied nations— conduct full-
Spectrum operations, from
combet tohumanitarianactivi-
ties, to defeat terrorism and
establishenduring security in
thecountry.

During a Sept. 23
briefing with Pentagon re-
porters, Army Col. Kevin
Owens, commander of the
173rd Airborne Brigadein
Afghanistan, said Codlition
operations have “signifi-
cantly degraded theenemy
combatantsinAfghanistan.”

“Theenemy can't of -
fer thepeopleof Afghanistan
anything but fear and igno-
rance,” and their military
operations have been re-
duced to uncoordinated and
random rocket and mortar
attacks and roadside
bombs, said Owens, who
also commands Combined
Task Force Bayonet and
Regimental Command
South, inAfghanistan.

“I’m confident things
areheadingintheright di-
rection,” hesaid. “And|’'m
also confident that we are
startingtogainirreversible

momentum.”

Meanwhile, progress
continues in building
Afghanistan’s security
forces, which currently num-
ber more than 30,000 sol-
diersand morethan 50,000
police. Owenstold report-
ersthoseforcescontinueto
increasein capabilities.

“TheAfghan National
Army is a work in
progress,” he said, and is
made up of “enormously
capable and motivated and
professional soldiers, par-
ticularly at theindividua and
smdl-unitleve.”

Effortscontinuetoim-
provether logigticssystems,
command-and-control sys-
tems and maintenance op-
erations, and, Owenssaid,
U.S. and Coadlition soldiers
are“working shoulder-to-
shoulder withthem” tomake
thoseimprovements.

Owens called the
troops “absolutely coura-
geous” highly mativatedand
proud of what they’ re con-
tributing to their country.

Equdly important, he
said, the Afghan National
Army soldiers “are abso-
lutely revered” by theAfghan
people, who arewitnessing
“anarmy thatisraised from

their ranks, that isrepresen-
tative of all tribes and
ethnicitiesacrossAfghani-
stan, providing asecureen-
vironment for them.”

AstheCoditionhelps
the Afghans continue the
battle against terrorist
threats in their country,
they’re also helping set
conditionsfor Afghanistan
to succeed as a fledging
new democracy.

Millions of Afghans
defied the Taliban and a
Qaeda remnants in the
country and elected Hamid
Karzai as their president
during Oct. 9, 2004, presi-
dential elections. On Sept.
18, theAfghansreturned to
thepolls, thistimetoelecta
lower house of parliament
and councilsfor each of their
nation’s 34 provinces.

“We believe the real
winnersinthisprocessare
the people of Afghanistan,
who courageously took a
stand against years of vio-
lence and oppression and
took amajor step forward
toward peace and prosper-
ity,” said Army Maj. Gen.
Jason Kamiya, commander
of Combined Joint Task
Force 76 following the Sept.
18 elections.

“The success of Af-
ghandectionsclearly shows
how earnestly Afghan people
want atruly freeand demo-
creticoountry,” agreed Army
Lt. Col. Michael Fenzel,
deputy commanding officer
for Regional Command
East. “These elections are
yet another powerful re-
minder, among many | have
witnessed, that Afghanistan
will not becontrolled by the
Taliban, al Qaeda, or other
enemy forces.”

Meanwhile, other con-
ditionsaround Afghanistan
demonstrate continued
progress: a growing
economy, aboomin school
attendance by girlsaswell
as boys, and work on the
“Ring Road” that linksthe
country.

Owens said these ef-
fortsgo handin handtoward
building anew Afghanistan.
“Our enduring lines of op-
eration are security, good
governanceand reconstruc-
tion,” hesaid. “| believeall
of theseareinterrdated, and
you can't have onewithout
theother.”

Army Lt. Gen. Karl
Eikenberry, who took the
reins of Combined Forces
Command Afghanistan in

early May, said thecredit for
much of theprogressto date
goesto U.S. soldiers, sail-
ors, armen and Marines
supporting Operation En-
during Freedom.

During the ceremony
marking hisassumption of
command, Eikenberry
pledged to “continue to
work together, build security
forces and support the re-
building of Afghanistan.”

Defense Secretary
Dondd Rumsfeld, speaking
to Pentagon reporters Sept.
20, said history will record
the historic developments
that havetaken placein Af-
ghanistan during the past
four years as amajor step
forwardfor freedom.

“Think of it,” Rumsfeld
said. “The country that
hosted Osama bin Laden,
that supported training
camps for al Qaeda, en-
dured decadesof civil war,
Soviet occupation, drought,
Taliban brutality, isnow a
democracy that fightsterror-
ists instead of harboring
them.”

Thosewho have been
involved in the country’s
transformation “can be
enormoudy proud,” thesec-
retary said.
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New web policy
premiers in CJOA

CJTF-76 members must register all
websites and website content or face
punitive actions

Sory by Senior Airman
Vanessa Walsh
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

A new Combined
Joint Task Force-76 policy
requires al personnel as-
signed to or working for
CJTF-76 to register any
web pagethey maintain or
have added content towith
their chain of command.

TheUniformed Code
of Military Justice-punish-
ableinitiativeisan opera-
tional security measurein-
tended to prevent small
piecesof information from
being posted to theinternet.

Officia websitesmust
continuetofallow Army, Air
Force, Navy and Marine
Corpsguidelines, however
the policy change directly
targets personal, unofficial
webgtesand blogswithnew
operational security limita-
tions.

The prohibited
postingsinclude classified
andfor officia useonly in-
formation, casuaty informa-
tion prior to notification of
next-of-kin, Privacy Actin-
formation, information re-

“We're working in a dangerous
environment, and our enemy isn't
stupid. They're scouring the
internet for information and
OPSEC violations, which this
policy intends to prevent. Small
pieces of information together can
reveal our tactics, techniques and
procedures. Ultimately, it places
lives in danger. We can not allow
that happen.”

-Lt. Col. Andrew Squire, CJTF-76
Staff Judge Advocate deputy

gardingincidentsunder on-
goinginvestigation and any
informationthat isn’'t gener-
ally availabletothepublic.
Examplesof violationsin-
clude photosof basedtreets,
Department of Defense
buildingsand the aftermath
of enemy attacks.

Casudty informationis
epecidly sengtiveinforma:
tion, according to Col. Jeff
McKitrick, CITF-76 Staff

Judge Advocate. “The
United Statesmilitary hasan
obligationtotimely and ac-
curately report casualty in-
formation to family mem-
bers. A blog entry within-
accurate information only
causesfamily membersun-
dueanguish.”

Inadditionto potential
hardships, conditionsof fel-
low servicemembersfdlsare
protected under HIPPA.

“The U.S. military
has arespectful processin
placeto notify casualties

next-of-kin,” said
McKitrick. “Finding out
about aloved ones' death
or injury from ablog site
lacksthe special care and
sengitivity the Department
of Defenserequires.”

“The blog policy re-
quires service membersto
focus on information that,
whilenot classified is till
sengtive,” saild McKitrick.

McKitrick added, the
policy isnot meant to dis-
suade CJTF-76 members
fromwriting their personal
stories (although some can
be prohibited), but rather to
ensure they screen shared
informetion.

To help personnel re-
view content, the CJ6 Infor-
mation Assurance officer
maintainsalist of al officia
and unofficial websitesand
examinestheir content. Al-
though, thiscontent review
isinplace, it'sultimately the
individuals and their unit
MSCsresponsibility to en-

forcethepolicy.

“We're working in a
dangerousenvironment, and
our enemy isn't stupid,” sad
Lt. Col. Andrew Squire,
CJTF-76 Staff JudgeAdvo-
cate deputy. “They’re
scouring theinternet for in-
formation and OPSEC vio-
lations, whichthispolicy in-
tends to prevent. Small
pieces of information to-
gether canreved our tactics,
techniquesand procedures.
Ultimately, it placeslivesin
danger. We can not allow
that happen.”

Additionaly, Squire
reminds CJTF-76 personnel
that all persond information
placed on or sent over DoD
computer systemsissubject
tomonitoring.

“Thisisaseriousis
sue,” he said. “We are not
takingviolationslightly and
will seek UCM Jpunishment
or adverse administrative
actionfor civilians”

To register a web
page, contact Chief Warrant
Officer Kenneth Gdllifent at
DSN 231-2848.

Kiosk provides world of information

Story by Sgt. Matthew
MacRoberts
20" Public Affairs Detachment

Until now theideaof alibrary
of information on communities, lo-
cal, state and federal government,
employment opportunities, schools
and education, health, tourismand
other customized information that
would beavailableto servicemem-
bers may have seemed a world
away.

Located at the Pat Tillman
USO center, though, akiosk sys-
tem providesimmediatelibrary ac-
cessto service members stationed
at, or traveling through, BagramAir-
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Spc. Kristal Mason uses the new library kiosk located at the Till
Center at Bagram Airfield. (Photo by Chief Warrant Officer Kenneth Gallifent)

man USO

field. Thekiosk isdesignedto de-
liver dectroniclibrary servicesandin-
formation. It providesadirect link to
URL sfor onlineinformationthrougha
preconfigured user menu, providing
access 24 hoursaday, 7 daysaweek.
Everything from stock quotestolocd
wegther to hedthcareinformationcan
beimmediately accessed e thisfree-
ganding, library termindl.

AlthoughInternet accessisnot
controlled, it isWebsensed for the
samethings computerson Bagram
Airfiddare.

Makesureyou bring paper and
pen, the system does not allow a
user to print information or saveto
adeviceviaexternal USB ports.
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Teams have a blast together
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Senior Airman Sabrina Baker, an explosive ordnance disposal equipment journeyman with the 455th
Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron EOD flight, clears a path for members of the U.S. Army’s 23rd
Ordnance Company from Miesan, Germany, and 5th Maintenance Company from Kaiserslautern,
Germany, to load three 5,000-pound rockets onto a wrecker near here Saturday. More than two months
of coordination was involved in the joint off-base operation, which allowed airmen and Soldiers to transport
the rockets from a Soviet ammunition supply point to a secure site where they were later destroyed.

Sory and photo by
Saff Sgt. MarcusMcDonald
455th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD —Airmen and Soldiers
joined forceshere Oct. 15 to transport and de-

stroy three 5,000-pound rockets.

L essons|earned from thisjoint opera-
tionwill helpvdidaeexplosveordnancedisposd
proceduresand improveinformation availableto
explosveordinancedisposa techniciansthrough-
out the Department of Defense.

weteamed upwiththeArmy EOD, vehiclemain-
tenanceand ammo Soldiersto transport thethree
rocketsfrom a Soviet ammunition supply point
toasecuresitewherethey werelater destroyed,”
said Tech. Sgt. Dustin Prowe |, noncommissioned
officer in charge, 455th Expeditionary Civil En-
gineer Squadron Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Hight.

Prowell and therest of hisAir Force EOD
team are deployed to Bagram from Davis-
MonthanAir ForceBase, Ariz.

If not destroyed, the rockets could have
posed athreat to U.S. and Coalition forces serv-
ing here as part of the ongoing Global War on
Terrorism.

“Each of theserockets contained morethan
2,000 pounds of propellant, which could have
proved deadly to our forcesif they found their
way into thewrong hands,” said Prowell. “ Our
job Saturday wasto diminatethat threat.”

Army Sgt. William Berry, 23rd Ordnance
Company, Miesan, Germany, said histeam’sin-
teractionwith theAir Force always provesben-
efidd.

“Weregularly work dongsideour Air Force
counterpartsto help get whatever job needsto
bedoneinatimely manner,” said Berry. “ The
best part of our interaction with them isthat we
can, insupport of theongoing war effort, move
and/or dispose of ammunition whenever called
upon.”
Senior Airman SabrinaBaker, EOD equip-

See EOD page 7

Sory and photo by
Sgt. Adrian Schulte
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
SALERNO- Thisistruly anexpe-
ditionary Army. Itisbecoming rarer
andrarer tofind aSoldier who has
not spent sometime deployed. For
somethisisaone-timething. For
others, thisisaway of life.

For Staff Sgt. Billy Ray Todd,
mortuary affairs specialist,Alpha
Company, 307" Forward Support
Battalion based out of Forward
Operating Base Salerno, this has
been hisway of lifefor the past six
years.

Since 1999, Todd has't spent
morethan four monthsat hishome
gtation. Hehasdeployed to Kosovo,

Expert at dloying

Staff Sgt. Billy Ray Todd, mortuary affairs specialist, Company A, 307th Forward
Support Battalion, has been deployed every year since 1999.

Working this often grim job
and the deploying constantly has
taken atoll on Todd.

“Inlraq, | got tired of seeing
our owncomingin,” Toddsad.“The
hardest part wasthat when you see
them you would know that they
would never go back homeagain.
You lost somebody that wasdoing
thesamething you usedtodolike
getting upinthemorning and doing
PT... goingthroughtheeveryday life
of beinginthemilitary.”

The effects of these experi-
ences have not lost their effect on
himthough.

“Theseexperienceshavemade
mevery humble,” hesaid. “1t makes
you think about alot of things.

“Itisapogtivethingthet | have
been able to fill a gap that is

Philippines, Irag and now Afghani-
stan fulfilling hisdutiesasamortu-
ary affarsspecidig.

Mortuary affairs, an often
thanklessjob, hidesin the shadows
of theArmy’severy-day responsi-
bilities. Thetough job of working
with theremains of fallen service
membersfallson the shoulders of
peoplelike Todd.

When Todd joined theArmy
16 years ago, he didn’t anticipate
doing what heisnow.

“When | found out they dore-
covery operationsin Vietnam and
other past war zones, that got me
curious because it was something
nicetogodo,” Toddsaid. “ A family
member hasbeen missing somebody
for over 30yearsandyougoout there

and recover thoseremains, you are
bringing dosuretothefamily.”

Thereditiesof war, though, set
infor Todd in 1999 during the con-
flictin K osovo and thentheensuing
conflictsinAfghanistanand Irag.

“1 never thought | wasgoing
to be doing thisin acombat zone
until Kosovo,” Todd said. “1 didn’t
expect it to betheway itisnow.”

needed... that redly is the only
positivething about it becauseaper-
sondoesget tired,” Todd said with
achuckle.

Todd has four more years of
serviceto hiscountry beforehere-
tiresfromtheserviceat whichtime
heplanstoteach history.

“1 think 20 years of mortuary

dfarsisenoughfor anybody,” hesad.
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Staff Sgt. David Famigiletti, pavement and heavy equipment operator, 1st Ex

T s

peditionary RED HORSE Group

———

, tops off the first lo

e

ad of landfill-bound demolished

concrete at the groundbreaking of the new passenger terminal here. Expected to be complete by early 2006, the 7,750-square-foot passenger terminal will
help ensure American and Coalition forces are mission capable as the Global War on Terrorism continues. RED HORSE is an acronym for rapid engineer
deployable heavy operational repair squadron engineers. Sergeant Famigiletti, a native of Waterbury, Conn., is deployed here from Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

New termind opening

New facility to keep war fighters flowing

Story and photo by Staff Sgt.
MarcusMcDonald

455th Air Expeditionary Wing
Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD — RED
HORSE (rapid engineer deployable
heavy operational repair squadron
engineers) warriorsherearelaying
the foundation for a$932,000 pas-
senger terminal designed to keep
Americanand Codlitionforcesmis-
sion capable asthe Global War on
Terrorism continues.

In early 2006, peopletran-
stingthe 7,750-square-foot facility
herewill noticeadditional spaceand
amoresecurearea.

“Oncethisproject iscom-
plete, military and civiliantravelers
will see amore spacious facility,
whichisbetter designed for the po-
tentia flow of morethan 300 people
traveling through Afghanistan’ sbus-
est hub at any onetime,” said 1st
Lt. Megan Leitch, project officer.
“Also, anew securewaiting areawill
givetermina adminigtratorstheop-
portunity to better manageflightsin
and out of the country.”

Letch’'s24-personteamispart
of the 1st Expeditionary RED
HORSE Group deployed herefrom
NellisAir Force Base, Nev.

Lt. Col. Walter Fulda, 455th
Expeditionary L ogistics Readiness
Squadron commander, saidthenew
passenger terminal will ensuremis-
sonreadiness.

“Our exiting passenger termi-
nal isundersized and doesnot meet
the operational requirements of
today’swar fighters,” said Fulda,
deployed herefrom Davis-Monthan
Air Force Base, Ariz. “This new
passenger terminal will bethe hub
of alarger passenger servicescam-
pusat Bagramtoincludeanew cus-
tomsfacility and the newly opened
Uso.”

Fuldasaid his passenger ser-
vices section keepswar fighterson
the move as they pursue peace
throughout the country and region.

“Qurroleistorapidly and ac-
curately movepeoplewithintheAf-
ghanistan and U.S. CENTCOM
(Centra Command) areaof respon-
shility,” sad Fulda. “Fromensuring
Soldiers salors, armenand Marines

aredeployed to their units, to mak-
ing sureother war fightersget much-
needed rest andrelaxationtimewhile
deployed, our passenger terminal
staff getstheright peopleinto place
atherighttime.”

According to Leitch the
completion of this RED HORSE
project, dongwiththe new post of -
ficeand customsoffice, ismaking
way for the construction of acargo
ramp hereinthesummer of 2006.

Onanaveragemonth, the455th
ELRS processes 8,000 people
throughthepassenger termindl.

“ Although the passenger ser-
vicesresponsibility belongsto our
squadron, Bagram’s passenger
movement team includesthe 14th
Movement Control Team, Kellogg,
Brown and Root contractors, and
the Joint Personnel Reception Cen-
ter,” saild Master Sgt. Brian Smith,
passenger service noncommissoned
officer incharge. “ Themovement of
passengersistruly ajoint effort and
the455th EL RS cannot performits
missionin support of deployed per-
sonnd withthed osecoordinationand
dedicationof thewholeBagramteam.”

Different
branches,
same
mission

EOD from page6

ment journeyman, said she'sen-
joying her rolein support of the
Global War on Terrorism.

“One of the best parts of
our jobisthat itisout of theordi-
nary,” Baker sad.“ Everyonecon
tributestheir piece of the overall
puzzle, but our job isdistinctly
unique. Not many peoplecan say
they defuse bombs and blow
thingsupfor aliving.

“It’' srewarding to know that
my job directly impactsour U.S.
and Codlitionforcesaswell asthe
local community,” shecontinued.
“By going out and clearing these
hazards, we are hel ping prevent
accidentsand improvingthearea
and overal well-being of the
peopleof Afghanistan.”

Whether taught in aclass-
room or on-the-job environment,
EOD technicianshere expect the
lessonslearned fromthe Oct. 15
trangport and disposal operations
tobringinmorebig dividends.




A Combined Joint Task Force-76 Publication /November 1, 2005

Reglonal Command East / Task Force Deuvil

Hey sis, fancy seeing you here

Sisters make most of deployment together

Sory by Spc. LauraE. Griffin
TF Devil Public Affairs

CAMPCHAPMAN —SpecidistsElizabeth and
JuanitaRodriguez are sharing morethanthesame
laugh, thesamejob, and the samelast namethese
days. They arealso sharing an experiencethat
has brought them closer assisters; they areboth
stationed at Camp Chapman, Afghanistan, dur-
ingtheir deployment for Operation Enduring Free-
domVI.

TheRodriguez's, both Nationd Guard Au-
tomated L ogistics Specidistswith Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 2 Battdion, 142
Mechanized Infantry Unit out of Lubbock, Texas,
never dreamed that they would be deployed to-
gether.

“We got mobilized together, wetrained for
our deployment together, and weleft hometo-
gether...,” said Juanita, 24.

“...Butl wassupposedtogotolrag,” said
Elizabeth, 20, finishing her sster’ssentence.

That wasthefirst of severa expected sepa
rationsthat never happened for thesisters.

Another camewhenthey arrived at Bagram
Airfield, Afghanistan, wherethey weretold that
they would begoing to separatebaseshere. They
were both surprised to see their names on the
samelist to go to Chapman.

“Wejust think it’s so cool that we're to-
gether becausewe know that we'reO.K.,” said
Elizabeth.

“Yeah, we regetting to sharethe same ex-
periences,” added Juanita. “It'seasier on our
parents too because they know that we' re to-
gether and can look out after each other.”

And ook out after each other they do. They
have been through several rocket attacks at

Chapman and areusudly inthe same bunker to-
gether, but on one occasion, the sisters were
separated.

“Elizabeth turned to meduring alull inthe
rockets and said, ‘Can | go check on my sis-
ter?” sadMagter Sgt. Rudolfo Martinez, the Civil
AffairsTeam —B noncommissioned officer in
charge. “That really impressed me. It’sjust an
exampleof thelovethesesistershavefor each
other.”

The sisters admit that they’ ve gotten to
spend more time together since they’ ve been
deployed than they’ ve spent together inyears.

“At home, wedon’t really hang out or see
each other unlesswe go to our mom’shouse at
thesametime,” said Juanita. “Wehaven'tlived
together for Six years. Now weget to havelunch
and dinner together every day that we' renot on
thesameguard shift. Whenweareonthesame
shift, wehavetotaketurnsgetting lunch.”

Juanita, who had dreamed of being inthe
military snceshewasasmal girl, wasthefirst of

Sisters Elizabeth (left) and Juanita Rodriguez ina
family photo circa 1986.

thesisterstojoin. Shesigned upin 1999.

INn2001, when ElizabethwasaJduniorinhigh
school, shecalled Juanitato ask her opiniononif
sheshoulddsojointhemilitary.

“It was Juanitawho convinced meto get
the same job as her,” said Elizabeth. “1 did a
split-option enlistment because | wasdtill inhigh
school, so | went to basic training the summer
between my Junior and Senior yearsand went to
(Advanced Individud Training) after graduation.”

TheRodriguez' saretypica siblings. They
sharemany thingsincommon, but havetheir own
individua persondlities.

“We'realot alike, but we reso different at
thesametime,” said Juanita.

“WEe re both outspoken, but Juanita smore
seriousandresponsible,” said Elizabeth.

“Athome, | hdptomakesureshe ssquared
away for drill,” said Juanita.

“Yeah, she plays ‘big sister’ alot,” said
Elizabeth, |laughing and e bowing Juanita

Intheeveningsafter work, thesisterslike
todotheir ownthings. Juanitalikesto hang out
with someof the other Soldiersand play volley-
ba | whileElizabeth preferscurling uptoagood
movieor watching her sster play volleybdl from
thesdelines.

Likemost siblings, they havetheir quarrels
too.

“Eventhoughwe redeployed, wedtill have
our sibling spats,” said Juanita.

“WEe Il be cussing each other out then say,
‘Okay, you want to go to lunch?” said Eliza-
beth.

Thesgersleft twoyounger ssters, Cynthia,
11, andAlexa, 2, and their parents Ricardo and
Mariabehindin Plains, Texas. They areeagerly
waiting to all betogether again.

Elizabeth (left) and Juanita Rodriguez are sisters stationed together at Camp Chapman, Afghanistan. They are both Automated Logistics Specialists with
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 142nd Mechanized Infantry Unit.
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Medical missionreaches
Into battle-weary province

Spc. Melanie Williams, Charlie Company, 173rd Support Battalion (Airborne), shows an Afghan girl proper dental hygiene
techniques during a Village Medical Outreach Mission Oct. 21 in Atghar, Zabul Province.

Sory and photosby
Saff Sgt.

Jacob Caldwell

TF Bayonet Public
Affairs

ZABUL PROVINCE -
Coalition and Afghan doc-
tors conducted a Village
Medica Outreachmission
Oct. 20-25 in embattled
Zabul Province, offering
some much needed aid to
threedifferent villagesandthe
surrounding aress.

“Our number one pur-
poseisto help the people,”
said Capt. Joshua Gaspard,
Headquartersand Heedquar-
tersCompany Executive Of-
ficer, 2™ Battalion, 503 In-
fantry Regiment (Airborne).
“Weprovidemedica support
and hence thetitle, Village
Medica Outreach, but we
bring other assets”

“We did bring a me-
chanicand wewereableto
helptheANA and theANP
onsomeof their vehiclesbut
thenumber onethingistoget
out thereand try to help the
populace,” said Gaspard.

Gaspard has experi-
encerunning theVMOsin
Zabul Province, thisbeing
thefourth.

Over the span of the
four VMOs, the missions
have covered themgority of
Zabul Province; Atghar,
Zanjhir,and Argandahb Va-
ley beingthelast threeareas
needing coverage.

Every missonhasdiffi-
cultiesinheritinit, thisVMO

Missonwasno exception.
“If you were to look
across the board for the
number of individualsin-
volved, youwould probably
have the same number of
MOSs,” said Gaspard. “As
aninfantry officer, it'snor-
mally pretty easy. |'vegot a
bunch of 11Bs and | say
‘Let’'sgotakethehill.” For
these guysyou’ vegot every
MOS you could possibly
imagineand wetry tointe-
grate them together to build
awinningteam.”
Differentjobsbring dif-
ferent perspectives on the
different problems. Security
of the VMO site was the

primary concern for Staff
Sgt. Jeremy Carey, HHC 2-
503 and mission NCOIC.

The primary security
concern being the proper
flow of peopleinand out of
thedte.

Having an experienced
teamrunthemissonshaspaid
dividendsinlessonslearned.

“A problem that we
havehadistrandaringequip-
ment fromonelocationtothe
next,” said Carey. “Wehave
eliminated thet by putting out
abasicpacking list and con-
lidatingevaythingintosmdl
boxesthat we canload onto
Gators(smdl four-whed drive
vehides).”

Eoa
—

sl

Spc. Zachary Williams, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment (Airborne)
distributes vitamins and school supplies in Zabul Province.

Thismissonhad adif-
ferentfed toit, probably be-
cause of Ramadan, accord-
ingto Gaspard.

“Peoplearealittlemore
tired and alittlehungrier and
thepopulaceisjust alittleir-
ritated at liferight now.”

“We started out each
day alittledow. Normdly at
the beginning of the day we
have 100 maes, 50 children
and 20 females waiting,
whereasherewe opened up
and didn’t have anybody.
They dowly trickledin.”

While the crowds
weresmdler thanusud, they
did eventually filein with
doctors treating approxi-
mately 500 men, women
and children every day, ac-
cording to Maj. John
Drobnica, adoctor fromthe
46" Medical Detachment,
TexasNationa Guard unit.

Thedoctorshave seen
acommondity inthealments
they havetreated.

“Mogt of theproblems
that we see are abdominal
or stomach discomfort
probably because of the
food source,” said Drobnica

Headaches and joint
painasotopthelist, accord-
ingto Drobnica

Thelifestyle, environ-
ment, and malnutrition are
themain culprits.

“They havepoor nuitri-
tion, and they arean agrar-
ian society and they work
their bottoms off,” said
Draobnica

A strong effort was
madeto get Afghan doctors
involvedinthismissionfor
the purpose of getting local
people used to seeing Af-
ghandoctorsand alsoto be
abletorefer difficult cases
toloca hospitas, according
to Drobnica

“Thegod over timeis
for us to be a supporting
force and not the delivery
forcefor health care,” said
Draobnica

Sory by Sgt. TaraTeel
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

DEH RAHWOD —During
offensive operations near
Deh Rahwod, Uruzgan
Province, Afghan Nationa
Army andU.S. forceswere
attacked by small-arms,
mortars, and rocket-pro-
pelled grenadefire Oct. 27.
Asaresult, oneU.S. ser-
vicemember andanANA
soldier werewounded and
medevaced to Tarin Kowt
for treatment. Both are
currently in stable condi-
tion.

In a second con-
tact withtheenemy just a
fewkilometersfromthefirst
location, oneANA soldier

Thirteen enemy
killed in RC South

was killed and another
threewerewounded. The
wounded were
medevaced to Tarin Kowt
where oneiscurrently in
stable condition and the
other two have been dis-
charged back tother unit.

During another of -
fensve operation north of
Dah Rawood, two enemy
fighterswerekilled after they
fired upon coditionforces.
Nocoditionforceswerein-
juredduringthisincident.

A total of 13 en-
emy fighterswerekilledin
thethreeengagements.

Coadlition aircraft
and attack helicopterspro-
vided closeair support for
theoperations.
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What's Happening / News You Can Use

Get mail faster

Notefrom spouse.

| discovered today why letters from Af-
ghanistan gothrough JFK. Themail clerksinAf-
ghanistan aretrained to put any lettersmarked
“FREE” wherethe stamp issupposedto gointo
the bags destined for JFK. Any letters marked
“MPS’ get off-loaded at Ramstein wherethey
are sorted and delivered to CMRsin Europe.

Familiesshouldtell their Soldier spousesto
be sureand mark their |ettersto Europe-based
DoD addresses“MPS’ instead of “FREE.” Of
course, mail going to the states can be marked
“FREE” whenmailed from downrange.

Just want to passaong ahel pful tipmy hus-
band learned from talking to themail clerksin
Afghanigan.

Gl Bill
Apprenticeship
and OJT program
offers up to
$12,000

If youarecurrently intheguard or reserve,
the On-The-Job Training (OJT) Program offers
you an dternativeway to useyour VA (Gl. Bill)
education and training benefits.

Whileyou arebeing trained for anew job,
you can receive monthly training benefitsfrom
the VeteransAffairsin addition to your regular
salary, that meansyou canreceiveupto $753a
month ($216 for Reserve) tax-free, ontop of your
regular sdary! That'supto $12,000in cash ben-
efitsover 2 years, for traininginan On-The-Job
or Apprenticeship training program.

Youmay bedligibleif youareotherwisedi-
giblefor the Gl Bill either under theActive Duty
(Veteran) or Reserve Gl Bill programs. Contact
your locd StateApprovingAgency (SAA). Your
SAA will helpyou get started onthe processand
answer any gquestionsyou may have. Toget more
information onthe Gl Bill directly fromtheVA,
cal toll free 1-888-GI-BILL-1.

Holiday mailing
deadlines

Parcel Post -- Nov. 12

Space available mail -- Nov. 26
Parcd airlift mail -- Dec. 3
Priority Mail -- Dec. 5

First class (letter & mail) -- Dec. 5

Reality Check

By Staff Sgt. Bryan Dorman
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New Army
mentorship
program offered

Thenew Army Mentorship Community and
Army Mentorship Resource Center websitesare
now operationd and availabletothosewithArmy
Knowledge Onlineaccess.

Aspart of thenew mentorship philosophy,
“Leavingal egecy ThroughMentorship,” thesites
aredesigned to hel p bring mentorsand mentees
together. All Active Component Soldiers, Reserve
Component Soldiers, Department of Army Ci-
vilians, Spouses, Retirees, Veterans, and Con-
tractors, who are authorized AK O access, are
encouraged to participatein the program.

Withinthe Army Mentorship Community,
there are multipletailored mentorship forums.
Each forum offersthe opportunity for opendia
logue between voluntary mentorsand those seek-
ing advice, guidance, and mentorship.

Intheseforums, opendiscussionsarehighly
encouraged in order to hel p othersdevel op and
grow persondly and professiondly.

The Army Mentorship Resource Center
offersvaluableinformation for both mentorsand
menteesincluding rel ated articles, amentorship
handbook, a sample Individual Devel opment
Action Plan, and asearchable mentorship profile
server for mentors.

Vigt hitp//:mentorship.army.mil andyou can
asologontotheAKOArmy Mentorship Com-
munity.

Free StUff!

The Patriot will feature a web site per issue
which offers free stuff for service members.

Free Books, DVDs, CDs

http://www.booksforsoldiers.com/forum/index.php

Submit your unit’s
story to The
Patriot

Tell thewhole CJOA what your unitisdo-
ing.

ThePatriotisawaysonthelookout for ama
teur journalists and photographerswho havea

story totell.
Send your stories to
schultea@cjtf 76.centcom.miil.

Stand a one photosare also welcome. Re-
member when submiting storiesand photos to
remember the 5 W’ s of journalism: who, what,
where, when and why. Alsoincludefull names,
rank and unitsof troopsinvolved and of the au-
thor. Storieswill beedited for content and to meet
journdigtic standards.

SGLIVGLI update

On September 30, 2005, the
“Servicemembers Group Lifelnsurance
Enhancement Act of 2005" becameLaw. The
law makes permanent increasesin themaxi-
mum SGLI amount and V GLI amount from
$250,000 to $400,000 and increasesthe
increment amount to be divisible by $50,000.
Thelaw isretroactiveto September 1, 2005,
and appliesto deaths occurring on or after said
date. Inaddition thelaw requiresthe Secretary
to notify amarried service member’ sspouse of :
(i) theservicemembersdigibility andfallureto
beinsured; (ii) the servicememberselection for
lessthan the maximum amount of available
insurance; (iii) areductionintheservicemem-
bersamount of insurance coverage; or (iv) the
service membersdesignation of aperson, other
than the spouse or achild of the member, as
thepolicy beneficiary. Thenotification mustin
writing unlessprior notification hasbeen
provided beforethe new designation, and the
spouseisnot adesignated policy beneficiary.



